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25 November 2019 
 
Dear Convener, 
 

National Transport Strategy 
 
I wrote to you in July to highlight the start of the public consultation on the draft of the 
National Transport Strategy (NTS2). The consultation formally closed on the 23 October, 
however we granted a small number of extensions to this deadline to ensure as many as 
possible had a chance to submit their views.   
 
We have received a total of 583 responses from individuals and a wide range of 
organisations and a further 638 responses from a campaign group.  These responses are 
now being analysed to allow us to finalise the Strategy.  It is not appropriate to be definite on 
all the changes required to finalise the NTS2 until the analysis of responses is completed.   
 
Since the summer we have also seen the successful passage through Parliament of the 
Transport (Scotland) Bill which received Royal Assent on 15 November. As you will be 
aware, the Act now sets the NTS2 on a statutory footing, requiring Ministers to prepare and 
publish a national transport strategy, taking account of a range of policy outcomes in 
determining the content. I am committed to make a Statement to Parliament on the content 
of the NTS2.  The provisions also require that Scottish Ministers to publish a report on the 
consultation and set out how the views heard during the consultation have been taken into 
account. 
 
The Strategy provisions within the Act will of course require to be in force before the NTS2’s 
publication.  Given the work required to prepare and lay in Parliament the necessary 
regulations to bring those provisions into force it is currently anticipated that their 
commencement date will be in late January 2020 
 
In light of the above points it is now proposed to publish the finalised strategy on 30 January 
2020.  
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I will continue to keep the Committee up to date on the progress of the NTS2.   
 
 

 

 
 

 
MICHAEL MATHESON 
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